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Faro Isla_ ]de Culebrita
{(Isla Culebrita Light)
PR-12
Lecation: On the scuthern summit of Culebrita Island,

the westerly side of Virgin Passage
approximately 22 miles east of Puerto Rico
Position 18° 18.9' N - 659 13.7' W

Date of Erection: 1886

Present Owner: U.5. Department of Commerce
U.S. Coast Guard

Original Owner: Central Lighthouse Commission
Colonial Public Works Office
Harbor and Port Section
Government of Spain

Present Use: Unoccupied

Significance: Isla Culebrita Light was built in 1886 on
the western side of Virgin Passage. In both
design and importance of location the stone
structure is unigque. In 1888 the 4th order
light showed a fixed white light with a 12
mile range. The lenticular illuminating
apparatus was manufactured by Sautter,
Lemmonnier, & Cie. in 1884 or 1885 as a
fixed 3 1/2 order lens, It had 75 cams. in
diameter. It was formed by 4 panels. The
central drum had 9 elements; 9 prisms in
each panel above central drum and 4 below.
The lantern-— in situ-- was also a 3 1/2
order, 2 mts. in diameter made of cast-iron,
copper, and glass, A door led from the
lantern to the cement gallery surrcunded by
a cast-iron balustrade. Both, the lens and
lantern were severely damaged by the 1932
hurricance (the lens was actually
destroyed). The lantern was repaired and a
375 mm. lens was installed.

The original stone structure plan clearly
resembles a letter "T" with the tower in its
center comnected to the dwelling by a
covered passage. It was built for 2nd and
3rd class keepers, The main entrance faces
SW. The vestibule was a large area
approximately 10 x 4 mts, At the NE of the
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vestibule a door led to a long corridor,
approximately 10 x 1.5 mts, that led to the
keepers quarters and to the tower., The
keepers quarters are in a symmetric and
identical disposition at both sides of the
tower and parallel to each other. From SE
to NE there were three rooms, each one
approximately 3 x 3.75 mts. and a kitchen
dining area approximately 4 x 4.5 mts. A
covered passage led to the cylindrical tower
2.5 mts. internal diameter. Ancother passage
-—-a continuation of the first-— led to the
storeroom and to the oil room, approximately
4 x 4 mts, located behind the tower.

It is not possible to describe the interior
of the structure, since it was closed off
with concrete blocks and cement in 1959.

The external stone structure is relatively
well preserved although it has been
consistently vandalized. As stated before,
the lighthouse responds to the official
nec-classicism, closely resembling in design
Caja de Muertos Light.

It was the fourth light to be built on the
Izland as part of the lighthouse system.
The original arrangement of spaces, the
externally exposed materials (brick and
stone}, and the reddish color makes it
unique. Within the system, it is the most
eastern light outside mainland Puerto Rico
(serves as a counterpoint to Mona Island).
It guides navigation through Virgin Passage
and Viegues Sound connecting with the light
from Cabo San Juan Light.

Kevin Murphy, Historian HAER, August 1984;
from the National Register Nomination
prepared by Dr. Benjamin Nistal-Moret,
August 1979.



